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The Ministry of Agriculture x

The first of two examples I shall give of the scientific -
activities under a Ministry comes from the Ministry
of Agriculture. The whole vast organisation of agriculture
in Russia is controlled by a Minister.2 Under him there is
a Chief Scientist (Glavnauk), who is responsible for the
scientific work of the Ministry. In the last year for which
there are published details, the year preceding the war, the
budget for scientific work in agriculture was 356 million
roubles. This money is used to maintain about 100 research
institutes and 865 experiment stations throughout the Soviet
Union. These institutes and stations have a staff of 14,038
scientific workers (7,892 of whom have a tertiary education
in agriculture), and 25,469 technical workers and field hands.
The scientific staff is recruited from 90 agricultural colleges,
which are also among the responsibilities of the chief
scientist (see Chapter 3). Some details of the research
institutes and experiment stations are to be found in Appen-
dix 2 on page 212.

All agricultural research takes place in one or other of
the 100 scientific research institutes. A few of these
institutes cover whole branches of agricultural science,3
but most of them are devoted to 'particular crops or

1 Formerly the People's Commissariat of Agriculture. The follow-
ing description refers to the organisation as it was in 1945. In March
1946, when * Commissariats * were changed to * Ministries', the new
Ministry of Agriculture was split into two: the Ministry of Agriculture
and the Ministry of Stock-Raising. The new Minister of Stock-
Raising is A. L, Kozlov.

a At present N. A. Bened&tov. He is a youngish-looking man,
with great energy, and obviously master of his job. He has an im-
pressive knowledge of world agriculture and is very co-operative in
discussing his Ministry with foreign visitors.

3 For instance, the All-Union Scientific Research Institute for
Plant Industry; the All-Union Scientific Research Institute for Physico-
agronomy; the All-Union Scientific Research Institute for Micro-
biology; the All-Union Scientific Research Institute for Animal
Breeding.